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NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT REMEMBRANCES 

 

 
 
The term of Wisconsin’s first Commander-in-Chief 
concludes.  PCinC Steve Michaels shakes the hand 
of newly elected CinC Donald E. Darby at the 
conclusion of the 124th National SUVCW 
Encampment, held in Nashua, New Hampshire, 
August 4-7. 

 
 

Past Commanders-in-Chief 
 

 
 
The Wisconsin Delegation at the National Encampment  

L to R-- Dept. Treasurer Dale Brasser; PDC Ron 
Aronis; Dept. Patriotic Instructor Tom Brown; PCinC 

Steve Michaels; Dept. JVC Bruce Laine; Camp #56 SVC 
Brent Norlem; PDC Fred Murphy 
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Department Orders #2 
Series 2005-06 

Kent A. Peterson, Department Commander 
6024 South Kirkwood Ave. 
Cudahy, Wis., 53110-3106 

(414) 614-3690 
commander@suvcw-wi.org 

 
1)  It is my sad duty to report the passing of PDC Herman Black on Thursday, October 13th, 2005 at the 
age of 84. He left no immediate family or next of kin.  His family and social life for much of his life 
revolved around the SUVCW. 
 
2) He joined C.K. Pier Badger Camp 1 on June 8, 1956 and served in various positions before becoming 
Camp Commander in 1963, a position he held for 20 years.  Herman was elected Wisconsin Dept. 
Commander in 1966 and re-elected in 1967.  He also served as Dept. Press Correspondent, Chaplain, 
Dept. SVC, Secretary/Treasurer and Council member.   
 
3) Visitation was held on Wednesday, October 26th, at Harder Funeral Home, Brookfield. Camp 1 
Brothers conducted the Sons funeral ritual. Herman’s ashes were interred at Valhalla Cemetery. 
 
4) Memorials to the Wisconsin Humane Society or the SUVCW Dept. of Wisconsin Patriotic Fund are 
suggested. 
 
Ordered this 27th day of October, 2005. 
 
KENT A. PETERSON  
Department Commander 
 
Attest: 
RANDY NOVAK PDC 
Department Secretary 
 
 
In Memoriam:  PDC Herman Black            By PC-in-C Steve Michaels 
 
Herman Black was born November 3, 1920, in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, and moved to Milwaukee as a young 
man, where he worked as a truck driver and porter. In 1955, he married Raeona Ollenburg, who was active in both 
Auxiliary #4 and the Wis. Dept. Auxiliary, and recruited him into the Sons. She preceded him in death in 1994. 
They had no children. 
 
He joined C.K. Pier Badger Camp 1 on June 8, 1956 and served in various positions before becoming Camp 
Commander in 1963, a position he held for 20 years. In preparation for each Memorial Day, with the help of area 
Scouts, Herman placed hundreds of Flags on veterans' graves at Calvary Cemetery. He also actively supported the 
Camp's annual Patriotic Luncheon. 
 
Herman and Raeona were regular attendees at the National Encampment. He served one term as National Historian. 
In 1963, he represented his Camp and Dept., accepting the U.S. Grant trophy for the greatest increase in 
membership. For many years, he presented one of the Department's U.S. Grant awards to a deserving ROTC cadet at 
Marquette University. 
 
Herman was elected Wisconsin Dept. Commander in 1966 and re-elected in 1967. Previously, he had served as 
Dept. Press Correspondent, Chaplain and Council member. After the top slot, he served as Dept. SVC, 
Secretary/Treasurer and Council member. 
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In Memoriam: PDC Herman Black  (continued) 
 
He joined the Sons of Veterans Reserve in 1972 and was commissioned a 2Lt. in 1977, shortly after the 4th Military 
District organized a Headquarters Company. He was promoted to 1Lt. in 1988. He was very proud of his uniform, 
participating in parades and ceremonies throughout southeastern Wisconsin. During more recent Memorial Day 
parades in Milwaukee, when he could no longer march, he took his post as guard, next to the reviewing stand. 
 
After the death of his wife, Herman continued to volunteer several days a week at St. Camillus Health Center in 
Wauwatosa. 
 
During Camp 1's dormant period, Herman safeguarded the Camp's records and memorabilia. When Camp 1 was 
reorganized in 1995, Herman willingly took an active role as JVC, often attending activities in uniform. His 
declining health forced him to retire to a nursing home in 1999. 
 
Herman passed away on Thursday, October 13th, 2005 at the age of 84. He left no immediate family or next of kin. 
His family and social life for much of his life revolved around the SUVCW. His power of attorney, a nursing home 
staffer, recognized this and welcomed the Sons' participation in Herman's life. 
 
Visitation took place on Wednesday, October 26th, at Harder Funeral Home, 18700 W. Capitol Dr., Brookfield. 
Camp 1 Brothers Steve Michaels, Victor Share, Dean Collins, Rev. Maurice Felton and Kent Peterson conducted the 
Sons funeral ritual. Herman's ashes were interred at Valhalla Cemetery. 
 
Memorials to the Wisconsin Humane Society or the SUVCW Dept. of Wisconsin Patriotic Fund are suggested.

 
PDC Herman Black with Camp 1 Commander Steve 

Michaels at the 1996 
128th ANG open house 

 

 
In 1997, PDC Black participated in Memorial Day 

ceremonies at 
Milwaukee's Calvary Cemetery 

 
 
 

SECRETARY’S NOTES 
By PDC Randy Novak, Department Secretary         11/5/05 
 
I would like to thank all of the Camp Secretaries for a job well done this past year.  It’s been a trouble free 
year with no problems, and everyone supplied all the forms and information as needed, when needed.   
 
Soon you will be having Camp elections for next year’s officers.  In a few more weeks I will be 
contacting each of you to find out who your Camp Secretary will be for next year.  Soon after, the Camp 
Secretary will be receiving a letter from me along with a copy of, and instructions for Form 22, the form 
we use to report the new officers for the coming year. 
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Secretary’s Notes  (continued) 
 
There is one thing you can do as either the outgoing or re-elected secretary that would help with the 
reporting of the new officers, and that is to encourage the Commander to name his new appointed officers 
as quickly as possible.  This will help us to get all the Form 22’s filed within a reasonable time. 
 
The Secretaries job is an important one within the Camp.  He is the communication link between the 
Camp, Department, and National.  From taking the Camp meeting minutes, to handling correspondence, 
to submitting the required forms, to helping maintain the Camp historical records – essentially all the 
paperwork that permanently records and identifies the Camp and its’ membership – are handled by the 
Camp Secretary.   
 
For those who are retiring from the position, it’s been a pleasure to work with you; and for those who plan 
to be in the job next year, I look forward to working with you for another year. 
 
 
GRAVES REGISTRATION 
By Virgil Matz, Dept. GRO 

National GRO PDC Bob Lowe is pleased to 
announce the following:  

The SUVCW National Graves Registration Database 
is now on the Internet. It is linked to the SUVCW 
National Website. Look for it on the "Web Index" 
page or you may access it directly at 
www.suvcwdb.org.  
   
Please pass on this information to your Camp 
GRO's/Commanders and other interested parties!  
   
This will make all our years of hard work available 
for viewing by the general public as well as allowing 
for new registrations to be input through our online 
program.  As hard as we have worked to avoid them, 
there will be "start up" problems requiring our 
attention, so please be patient during this period. For 
the time being we will only be entering new graves 
registrations through the "submitter" area. Once we 
have assured ourselves of its success, we will deal 
with the "updating of previously entered records".  
   
Hopefully, this online database program will instill 
increased interest in the SUVCW National Graves 
Registration Project and take us to an entirely new 
level of success.  
   
There are three sections/areas in the online program.  
   
Public (for viewing/searching only) 

Submitter (for those with approved accounts and 
allowed to enter registrations)  

 

 

Administrative (for complete control of the main 
database - deletions, updating previously entered  

records, approving/disapproving accounts & 
submissions, database backup, etc.)  

Regarding the "submitter area" -   

1. A individual, Camp, Dept. applies for an Account, 
which is either approved or disapproved by the Nat'l 
GRO  

2. Approved submitters enter a grave registration(s), 
it is automatically checked for duplication. If ok'ed, it 
is allowed to be submitted, but is not entered in the 
main database.  

3. The submitted record(s) goes to a "holding 
location", where it is reviewed and either "approved" 
or "disapproved" by the NGRO.  

4. Records passing the above criteria still are not part 
of the main database until the Nat'l GRO or designee 
enters one additional area and inserts it/them into the 
database.  

This system is not foolproof, but should reduce 
ficticious entries to an acceptable minimum.  

Thank you for your dedication to our Order and the 
National Graves Registration Project.  

Yours in F. C. & L.,  
Bob Lowe, PDC  
Dept. Of California & Pacific  
Dept. Graves Registration Officer  
National Graves Registration Officer  
Sons of UnionVeterans of the Civil War  

780 Paulsen Avenue  
El Cajon, CA. 92020-7346  
(619) 588 – 9148
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NEWS FROM THE CAMPS 
News of a former Wisconsin Brother who now resides in the sunny south - Atlanta, GA area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Camp 5’s work is recognized in the Hartford/West Bend Daily News - - - - 
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NEWS FROM THE CAMPS (continued) 

 
HONORING THE CIVIL WAR VETERAN 

Old Abe Camp #8 has had several requests from neighboring communities to have one of their soldier’s 
headstones dedicated in conjunction with their anniversary events. The Fremont Historical Society held 
their 140th anniversary celebration on May 28, 2005 at the Pioneer Cemetery in Fremont, Wisconsin. Old 
Abe, Camp #8 dedicated the new marker for Hugh Finley, Company B, of the 37th Wisconsin Infantry. 

 
 
The service was held with members of the Girl Scouts bringing up the colors and area people making up 
the crowd. Afterwards several of the Camp members enjoyed buffalo burgers and a few words with the 
crowd.  
    
Then it was a drive to the Linwood Cemetery which is located about 5 miles out of Stevens Point. Camp 
#8 members had decided to do two dedications that day to catch up on the backlog of requested 
dedications. As the Camp Guard showed up, so did the family members for Sgt. Royal S. Durfee, 

Company E, 147th Illinois Infantry. Family 
members participated in the ceremony. 
Afterwards, we had posed for a 
photograph with the new marker that was 
part of Camp #8’s Don Strube’s never-
ending grave registering work. Don has 
done most if not all of the grave 
registering in the Stevens Point area. 
 
 
Sitting l to r: Kathy Heltemes and Jane MacMillan. 
Standing l to r: Don Strube, Randy Novak, Dan 
Wilson, Matt Arndt, Kim Heltemes, Camp 
Commander Alan Petit, Brian Peters, Ron Arndt, 
and John Byers. 
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NEWS FROM THE CAMPS  (continued) 
 
For sometime, the Town of Wolf River has been in 
contact with Camp members Brian Peters and Kim 
Heltemes to have a dedication done with their 150th 
celebration. A soldier from the Wolf River Cemetery 
was picked to have a new marker. Friedrich Bohren, 
Company B, 37th Wisconsin Infantry was chosen for 
the new marker. Kim Heltemes ordered the new 
marker from the Veterans Administration, getting it 
in time for the celebration. Committee men from the 
Town of Wolf River installed the marker. On June 
12, a very nice crowd gathered in the 93 degree heat 
and an area band set up in the background. The 
dedication was made even more special with 2 of 
Bohren’s great, great, grandsons attending the 
dedication. One of them was Timothy Edwards, a 2 
tour Marine of the Iraq war. Tim had just returned 
home when he was asked to take part of the 
ceremony. He buried a few grommets and spread the 
ashes of a burnt U.S. flag over the grave during the 
service. The flag had its own ceremony held as part 
of the burning ritual beforehand. Tim, with 2 tours 
under his belt, still quivered as he buried the flag’s 
ashes. It meant that much to him. The large audience 
was quite impressed that the Camp cared enough to 
preserve the soldier’s memory in this manner. It later 
got back to us that as many as 10 grown men were 
crying as the Honor Guard, under the command of 
Dave Dresang, shot a 3 shot volley and Taps were 
sounded. The Taps were sounded as a 2 part bugle 
call where the first bugle is answered by a second 
bugle. It was heartbreaking for many. 

 

Friedrich Bohren dedication, June 12, 2005. Marine 
Timothy Edwards spreads flag ashes on the grave of 
his great, great grandfather as Kim Heltemes assists 
Edwards. Don Strube guards the grave while Camp 
Commander Alan Petit looks on from the right. A few 
camp members are shown in the shade in the 
background. 

 
Camp #8 has many more dedications lined up with 
another taking place July 23rd at the Pine Grove 
Cemetery in Auroraville, Wisconsin. The camp has 
been very active in upgrading the graves of the Civil 
War soldier. The cemetery work of Vince Barker, 
Jim Waid, Kim Heltemes, and Don Strube have been 
keeping the camp busy. 
 
By Kim J. Heltemes 
Memorials Officer, Old Abe Camp #8 

From the Camp 4 Newsletter … 
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C.K. Pier Badger Camp 1 and Auxiliary 4 News       
On Sept. 14, Camp1 and Auxiliary 4 arranged a Color Guard for a special event at the historic Milwaukee Soldier’s 
Home which celebrated the anniversary of the “Star Spangled Banner”. The 45-minute program included music and 
poetry readings. During the program, the Camp and Auxiliary presented a $600 donation to the Soldiers Home 
Foundation for restoration of the Chapel.  
 
Members of the Camp 1 and Auxiliary 4 Color Guard were part of a Sons of The American Revolution Memorial 
Plaque dedication at Racine’s Mound Cemetery on Sept. 17. The plaque was to mark the burial site of four 
Revolutionary War veterans. Following the marker 
dedication, the four graves of the patriots were visited. A 
history about each patriot was read by a local Cub Scout.  
 
On Saturday, October 15, the Camp and Auxiliary 
combined efforts to offer the Third Annual Flag 
Retirement Ceremony in Cudahy, masterfully 
coordinated and conducted by PDC Fred Murphy. More 
than two dozen Cudahy fifth graders and Cub Scouts 
participated in the ceremony, which served to not only 
demonstrate the proper means of retiring worn U.S. flags, 
but also to educate the community about flag etiquette. 
This was truly a community event, as evidenced by the 
participation of the Cudahy Family Library, Cudahy City 
Hall and Fire Department, and Cudahy Public Schools. 
Next year’s ceremony in already “on the books.” 
 
PC-in-C Steve Michaels and DC Kent Peterson recently 
developed and installed a new display at the Milwaukee 
County Historical Society. The display case was 
designed to tell the story of the Brig. Gen. E.B. Wolcott 
monument in Milwaukee’s Lake Park and call attention 
to fund raising efforts now underway to restore the 85-
year old bronze statue. Camp and Auxiliary members 
have already raised more than $500 toward the project.
  
 

 
Just a heads up that the notorious cannon broker has been active in Michigan.  Who knows where he’ll turn up 
next…maybe Wisconsin?  We need to remain vigilant.  Below is a release, which may be used to inform local 
communities about this issue. 
 
 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR 

INCORPORATED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 
Post Office Box 1865 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17105 

 
IS YOUR LOCAL CIVIL WAR MEMORIAL FOR SALE? 

 
The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War wishes to take this opportunity to alert he public to an 
unfortunate trend in recent years to desecrate Civil War Memorials erected in honor of the men  
who fought in the Civil War. 

 
The biggest problem centers on Civil War Memorials that include Civil War Cannons.  In an all too typical scenario, 
individuals, claiming to represent a Civil War museum, approach local officials they perceive to be responsible for 
the Civil War Memorial.  In point of fact, these individuals are private collectors or persons acting on behalf of                         
 

(clockwise from top left) PDC Fred Murphy conducts the Flag 
Retirement Ceremony; honorary camp bugler Kevin Peterson 
plays "Taps" at the conclusion of the event; a Cudahy 5th 
grader deposits her star into the Flag Urn; and PCC Rev. 
Maury Felton transfers the individual stars and stripes from 
the Urn to the burn container. 
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(Letter from National Continued) 
private collectors.  They make the local officials aware of how valuable the cannon are and suggest they may be in 
danger of being stolen or damaged.  They offer to buy the cannon and place them on display at a museum where they  
will be safe for everyone to enjoy.  They agree to substitute a reproduction so the local community will still have a 
cannon, and one that will require little or no maintenance.  
 
The price offered to the local officials is always far less than the real value of the cannon memorial.  However, it is 
always in the thousands of dollars and the local officials, often being pressured for operating funds, see nothing 
wrong with the arrangement since they will still have a cannon reproduction for display purposes. 
 

In most cases the local officials, be they government, civic or veterans groups, are unaware that they probably do not 
hold legal title to the cannon they propose to sell.  Most of these Memorial cannons were placed in cemeteries, public 
squares or community parks by local Civil War Veteran’s organizations (GAR) or their descendants such as the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW).  The SUVCW is a Congressionally Chartered Organization and the 
legal heir to the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR).  Many of these cannons were either given to the GAR or loaned 
to the GAR or SUVCW by the United States Government.  Those on loan from the United States Government must 
be returned to the government if they cease to be a Civil War Memorial. 
 

Regardless of ownership, these Civil War memorials should not be desecrated. They are priceless relics placed by our 
ancestors to remind us of the sacrifices they made not only for themselves, but also for future generations.  The 
placement of these Civil War Memorials generally involved impressive dedication ceremonies attended by the entire 
community, including widows and children of the fallen soldiers.   The understanding everyone had at the time of 
placement of these Memorials was that they would remain as a permanent memorial – not until the community felt an 
economic need to sell them. 
 

The public would be outraged if a modern memorial to military veterans were to be sold just because it had a 
monetary value.  When the SUVCW discovers the desecration of a Civil War Memorial, it takes an active role in 
trying to preserve the memorial and recover the cannon.  In several cases, not only have local officials been 
embarrassed, regarding their actions relating to Civil War memorials, but also in recovering the cannons, it proved 
costly.  Those who buy these cannons from local officials are always willing to sell them back, but at a much higher 
price.   
 

Every community should be vigilant and avoid involvement in trying to enhance their General Funds at the expense 
of our Civil War veterans. 
 

Questions:  Please contact Donald E. Darby, Commander-in-Chief, National Organization SUVCW, 1382 Western  
Avue, Chillicothe, OH 45601-1107, Ph: (740) 772-6081 or, E-mail: CinC@SUVCW.org 
 
 

Department Orders #3 
Series 2005-06 

Kent A. Peterson, Department Commander 
6024 South Kirkwood Ave. 
Cudahy, Wis., 53110-3106 

(414) 614-3690 
commander@suvcw-wi.org 

 
1)  With the conclusion of the National Encampment in August, Wisconsin’s own Brother Steve Michaels is now a 
Past Commander-in-Chief of the Order. He is the first from Wisconsin to earn this distinction. I would like to offer 
congratulations and a hearty “well done” on behalf of the Department of Wisconsin. 
 
2) The Department Mid-Winter Meeting will be held on Saturday, February 4, 2006 at the Bluemound Gardens in 
Wauwatosa, commencing at 9 a.m. and concluding at noon. All Brothers, not just officers, are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 
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(Department Orders #3 Continued) 
3) Department officers and Camp Commanders are requested to prepare a short report on their activities since the 
last Dept. Encampment. The reports should be submitted to me electronically, if possible,   

 Not later than one week prior to the Mid-Winter Meeting. Officers and Commanders will be asked to make a short 
verbal summary of their report at the meeting. 

4) All Junior Vice Commanders are respectfully reminded of the importance to communicate with membership 
applicants as soon as possible. Your effort to establish these gentlemen as Brothers in Good Standing is critical to 
the image of our organization. With the added turnover-time for applicants who are referred from the Office of the 
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief, the importance of prompt communication on your part is magnified. People who 
join an organization want to feel as though they are a valued part of it. Please give new applicants no doubt of that. 

5) On behalf of the Department, may each and every Brother and Sister in all of the Allied Orders and their families 
have a happy and safe Holiday Season. May the year 2006 be prosperous, productive and fraternal throughout the 
Organization. 

Ordered this 28th day of November, 2005. 
 
KENT A. PETERSON  
Department Commander   Attest:  RANDY NOVAK PDC  Department Secretary 

 

 
    COMING UP      

     Department Mid-Winter meeting and Patriotic Luncheon 
    Feb. 4   (see attached announcement) 

    Union Defender’s Day, Abraham Lincoln’s birthday, Feb. 12 

 
 
 

The Wisconsin Department Dispatch is published three times 
per year for members of the Wisconsin Department, SUVCW. 

 
Articles, photos and news items may be submitted to SVC 

Brian Peters, 646 Rays Lane, Stevens Point, WI  54481 
or emailed to svc@suvcw-wi.org 

Visit us on the web at 
http://www.suvcw-wi.org 

 
CAMPS  2, 49, 56 !  AND OTHERS, SEND ME YOUR 

NEWS FOR THE SPRING ISSUE

Department of Wisconsin 

MID-WINTER MEETING 
Saturday, February 4, 2006 

 

Bluemound Gardens Restaurant 
11703 West Bluemound Rd.  in Wauwatosa 

9 a.m. to Noon 
 

All members are encouraged to attend … 
… it’s not just for officers! 


