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TWO-TIME RECIPIENT OF THE MARSHALL HOPE NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Help us plan and carry out activities – the next Camp meeting will be 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, at the Machinists Union hall at 1650 S. 38th St., 

Milwaukee. PDC Tom Brown will have the patriotic presentation. 

 Greetings, Broth-
ers and friends!
 In  the last  few  
weeks,  our  Camp and 
Auxiliary  represented the 
Wisconsin  Department at 
the National Encamp-
ment  in Lansing, Mich., 
and talked up our  Orders 
at  the West  Allis Settlers 
Weekend. We marched in 
parades at  South  Milwau-
kee’s Heritage Days and St. Francis Days.
 And on Sunday  we held a  cere-
mony  honoring  Milwaukee County’s last 
surviving Union  veteran, Pvt.  Charles 
Blanchard, at  Forest  Home Cemetery. 
Blanchard, like so many  before and after 
him, served his country  well,  and later 
served his community  as a  business 
leader. This Last Soldier  is the first  our 
Camp has commemorated,  but certainly 
will not  be the last.  Racine County’s last 
vet  was honored the day  before.  The 

other 70 in  surrounding  counties and 
across the state are deserving of honor 
and recognition, too.
 A  dedication  for  Pvt.  William  
Kolbow’s newly  placed headstone at St. 
John’s Lutheran Cemetery  in  Oak Creek 
will be held Oct. 7. Family  members will 
be coming  from  as far  away  as Minnesota 
to attend our  ceremony.  Kolbow  died in 
an accident in 1885.

C.K. Pier was a star 
on the patriotic speak-
ing scene. See page 
2 for his remarks at a 
reunion of the 28th 
Infantry two years 
before his death in  
1895 at the age of 53. 
Page 2 also has pho-
tos of our latest work, 
which would make 
him very proud of how 
we carry on with his 
work.

From the Commander – PCinC Steve Michaels

We work,
we honor,

we’ll 
never
forget

We honored Last Soldier Charles Blanchard at Forest Home 
Cemetery with the help of Camps 15, 4 and 8. Blanchard, of 
the 40th Wisconsin Infantry, died 75 years ago this month at 
the age of 96. Photo by Danielle Michaels.

Continued on page 2
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 These  monthly  articles  about our Camp  namesake are  written  by PCinC Steve Michaels. 
This item first was published in the September 1997 Camp Orders.
 Col. C.K. Pier’s enthusiasm  for  patriotic work and veterans’ affairs made him  a  popular 
guest  at  many  reunions and campfires.  He was so popular  with  the 28th  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry Society, speaking at several of its reunions, that he was made an honorary member.
 Pier’s formula for speaking  was simple: attract  attention  with  a  few  jokes, usually  at  the 
host’s expense, and then mix common experience with present-day patriotic issues.

 In  1893, at  his last appearance before the 28th, Pier  said: “A  whole generation  has 
grown  up since the war closed, and what they  know  of those times, and of the reasons and principles for  which 
the boys went out to fight, they only know from hearsay. 
 “The history  of their  country,  they  learn  in  the books and at school, except as you and I tell it to them. I 
believe that  this new  generation is just  as patriotic  as they  were in  1861  to 1865. I believe that  this nation is a 
stronger nation than it was in 1865.  
 “And why? Because of the boys, the boys in  blue, the loyal  men  and women, whether  they  were at the 
front  or  maintaining  the great  rear  line of battle, without  whose help we could not  have stayed at the front.  Be-
cause you have taught it in our daily lives, acted it from one time to another. 
 “I want  to say  to you  the duty  of the citizen  today, not  the soldier  alone,  but  the new  citizen, this young 
generation, is to preach  those same doctrines of loyalty  to the flag,  that their  fathers have taught them  … This 
new generation must carry forward the work …”
 His words still speak to us, 124 years later.
 From  The Society  of the  28th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry’s  11th Annual Reunion, June 21-22, 1893, at 
Mukwonago; and  The  History of Wisconsin, by Clark  S. Matteson, Wisconsin Historical Publishing Co., Milwau-
kee, 1893.

Remembering Col. Pier: Teaching patriotism

Photos by
Danielle 

Michaels,
Steve

Michaels 
and Jean-

nine 
Keinert

 Our  Union  ancestors would have expected no less of 
us.
 If our  Camp,  our  organization, is to continue to 
grow, we’ll  need your  active support. Leadership discern-
ment  and selection  begins in  the next  few  days. Consider 
being more than a disengaged bystander.
 Planning  for  another  of our  annual signature 
events, the Patriotic Luncheon  on  Feb.3,  2018, at  Alioto’s, 
is already  underway. Mark  your  calendar; Milwaukee’s Lin-
coln  tradition  will  celebrate its 48th year  and C.K. Pier 
Badger  Camp # 1  and Auxiliary  4  will ensure top-notch  en-
tertainment, food and camaraderie!

From the Commander:  continued from page 1Auxiliary 4 President Lisa Avila (right) and her 
mother, Sister Toni Howard, added to the ranks in 
the St. Francis Days parade, and JVC Brian Craig 
educated the public about soldiers and our work at 
the West Allis Settlers Weekend.

Camp 15 designed the special Last Man 
marker that we bought for Pvt. Charles 
Blanchard and is sold to other Camps in 
Wisconsin and other states for their honors.
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myth of the
‘Loyal Slave’

 For the  patriotic presentation at the Camp’s 
Sept. 6 meeting, Chaplain Dean Collins  offered  this 
piece by  Kevin  M. Levin  of Smithsonian.com. The 
longer version is at http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/pernicious-myth-loyal-slave-lives-confederate-
memorials-180964546/
 The recent  violence in  Charlottesville, Va.,  
during  a  white nationalist rally thrust the debate 
about  Confederate monuments onto the nation’s 
front  pages.  Should statues honoring the leaders of 
the Confederacy,  like that of Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee in 
Charlottesville,  remain standing? Or  should they  be 
pulled down, as the city had planned to do?
 The most  controversial monuments already  
removed or  under fire honor Confederate leaders 
such  as Lee, Stonewall  Jackson, Nathan  Bedford For-
rest  and Jefferson  Davis. Historians have correctly 
noted that these monuments distort the history  of the 
Confederacy  by  ignoring the cause for  which  they 
were willing  to give their  lives,  namely  the creation  of 
a slave-holding republic based on white supremacy.
 The disfranchisement  of black Americans 
through  legal  means and the threat  of lynching, 
throughout the Jim  Crow  era,  allowed white south-
erners to frame their  struggle as a  “Lost  Cause”  – a 
defiant and righteous stand against an  illegal inva-
sion  by  a  corrupt federal  government  that sought to 
wipe out their peaceful civilization.
 But  if we focus only  on  monuments that 
honor  Confederate leaders, we miss the many 
monuments and memorials that intentionally  distort 
history  by  presenting a  false narrative of the “loyal 
slave.”  Well into the 20th  century,  “Lost  Causers”  re-
lied on  this idea to justify  maintaining and extending 
the ideology of white supremacy. 
 In  1895,  cotton  mill  owner  Samuel E. White 
and the Jefferson  Davis Memorial Association  dedi-
cated a  memorial in  Fort  Mill,  S.C.,  to honor  the 
“faithful slaves who loyal  to a  sacred trust toiled for 
the support  of the army  with  matchless devotion  and 
sterling  fidelity  guarded our  defenceless homes, 
women  and children  during  the struggle for  the prin-
ciples of our Confederate States of America.”
 In  1931, the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy  and the Sons of Confederate Veterans  erected a 
memorial to Heyward Shepherd, a  free black  man 
who was accidentally  killed by  John  Brown’s men 
during  the 1859  failed slave rebellion  at  Harpers 
Ferry. In  the words of the two groups,  Shepherd rep-
resented “the character  and faithfulness of thousands 
of negroes who,  under many  temptations throughout 
subsequent  years of war,  so conducted themselves 

that  no stain  was left  upon  a  record which  is the pe-
culiar heritage of the American people ...”
 These monuments promulgate the idea  that 
the Confederate cause united both  races against  in-
vading  Yankee hordes.  In doing  so,  they  reinforce a 
myth  that  ignored the many  ways that  enslaved peo-
ple undermined the Confederate war  effort,  most no-
tably  by  running off to the Union  army  and fighting 
against their  former 
oppressors.
 On  June 4, 
1914,  the Daughters 
dedicated what  is 
perhaps the most 
egregious loyal  slave 
monument,  because 
it  is at  Arlington  Na-
tional Cemetery. 
T h e 3 2 - f o o t - t a l l 
monument  was in  a 
new  section of Ar-
lington, ringed by 
the graves of 267 
C o n f e d e r a t e s o l-
diers, who had been 
r e i n t e r r e d f r o m 
nearby locations. 
 A t o p t h e 
m o n u m e n t i s a 
statue of a  human 
representation  of the 
South,  and beneath that is a  series of life-sized friezes 
of the people of the Confederacy. 
 Moses Ezekiel,  a  sculptor  and Confederate 
veteran, designed the monument  and said he hoped 
to “show  without any  description how  intensely  and 
how  seriously  the men and women  of every  station  in 
life had responded to the call to arms.”  One scene has 
a  black  man  in  Confederate uniform  marching along-
side white soldiers and officers. 
 Ezekiel’s monument  fit  neatly  into the racial  
and segregated landscape of its immediate surround-
ings at  the time. Just  a  few  years earlier,  Virginia  re-
wrote its constitution  to disenfranchise a  large seg-
ment of its African-American citizens. 
 This monument to the Confederate dead and 
its depiction  of enslaved people  as loyal, content  with 
their  subservient  place,  was a  historical explanation 
that  justified and helped maintain this new  racial or-
der  that  was now  well in  place throughout  the former 
Confederacy.

The Confederate monument at 
Arlington National Cemetery 
includes this scene. In the 
words of former Confederate 
Col. Hilary Herbert, who chaired 
the executive committee of the 
Arlington Confederate Monu-
ment Association, it is “an offi-
cer, kissing his child in the arms 
of an old negro ʻmammy.ʼ”

http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2001/04/12/southern-comfort/
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/2001/04/12/southern-comfort/
https://books.google.com/books?id=3R-yvmpYaqAC&pg=PA288&lpg=PA288&dq=samuel+e+white+confederacy&source=bl&ots=rk2YfSLpQ-&sig=ZaLJlp82Mujf6aiWOl_10phqxm8&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiX2_yZwd7VAhXEVyYKHZVOBt4Q6AEIPTAI#v=onepage&q=samuel%20e%20white%20conf
https://books.google.com/books?id=3R-yvmpYaqAC&pg=PA288&lpg=PA288&dq=samuel+e+white+confederacy&source=bl&ots=rk2YfSLpQ-&sig=ZaLJlp82Mujf6aiWOl_10phqxm8&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiX2_yZwd7VAhXEVyYKHZVOBt4Q6AEIPTAI#v=onepage&q=samuel%20e%20white%20conf
https://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=42188
https://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=42188
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html
http://www.wvculture.org/history/journal_wvh/wvh56-1.html


October 
birthday

1 – Carl Liebert

Camp Calendar
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 7 October: Dedication of headstone for Pvt. 
William Kolbow. At St. John’s Lutheran Church, at 
South 27th Street and West Oakwood Road in Oak 
Creek, 11 a.m.
 21 October: Fund-raiser for Lafayette 
Church and East Troy Historical Society, 6 p.m. 
Includes cemetery candlelight walk. Contact Camp 
15 Br. Pat Kulas for details at pgkulas@gmail.com
 4 November: Veterans Day Parade, down-
town Milwaukee, 11 a.m.

Report any address or e-mail changes to 
newsletter editor PCC Tom Mueller

thewisconsin3800@gmail.com

Camp Commander – PCinC Steve Michaels
(414) 712-4655

SVC Billy Cole (414) 545-7323
https://www.facebook.com/CKPierBadger

 http://www.suvcw-wi.org

Civil War 
Trivia

 Q: 
Why was Ed-
win Bryant 
Quiner such 
an important 
figure in Wis-
consin Civil 
War history?

 There are more than  7,600  Civil  
War  burials in  Milwaukee County,  based 
on  work  conducted in  the last couple 
months for  the SUVCW graves registration 
database.
 Going  through  Find a  Grave list-
ings and comparing  them  to the Wisconsin 
roster  and various censuses of veterans, 
Department GRO Tom  Mueller,  PCC of 
our  Camp, recently  added 48  vets to the 
database from  Calvary  Cemetery,  bringing 
the known  total there to 295.  There likely 
are a  few  dozen  more,  but  cemetery  re-
cords are very  spotty  and many  people 
have very  common  names with  few  if any 
details at  all  as to their  birth  and death 
years.
 Mueller also added more than 90 
names to the database from  Union  Ceme-
tery  in  Milwaukee,  bringing  the known to-
tal to 130.  That cemetery  has some of the 
same issues as Calvary. 
 Union  Cemetery  includes the old 
St.  Johannes Lutheran  Cemetery, which 

dates to the 1840s, according  to the Mil-
waukee County  Genealogical  Society.  It  is 
located at 3175 N. Teutonia Ave. 
 Calvary,  a  Roman  Catholic ceme-
tery  at  5503  W. Bluemound Road,  dates to 
1857,  and some of its bodies were moved 
there from  earlier  small cemeteries as the 
city grew.
 Here are the cemeteries with  the 
largest  known  Civil War  totals in  the 
county:
 Wood National  5,972
 Forest Home   1,002
 Calvary   295
 Union    130
 Wauwatosa   72
 The database has 7,611  burials in  
the county, with  7,469  of them  in the City 
of Milwaukee, Mueller says. 
 The Wood total was greatly  raised 
a  year  ago in  a  15-month  project that  cata-
loged all its Civil War  graves. Before then, 
only about 2,000 were in the database.

 A: E.B. Quiner, a newspaper editor in Watertown, wrote “Military 
History of Wisconsin: A Record of the Civil and Military Patriotism of the 
State in the War for the Union,” published in 1866. It remains “the” go-to 
source today for details about any regiment or battery. From 1860-’62, 
Quiner was a private secretary to the governor and collected newspaper 
clippings from all over the state, especially letters from soldiers to their 
families. Quiner utilized government files and facts from the 10,000 let-
ters for the book. He died at age 51, only two years after the book was 
published. More about him is at https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/
Records/Article/CS2580 Wisconsin Historical Society photo 79108

Adding to Civil War burials in Milwaukee County

Bill Seaman of 
Oak Creek has 

joined our Camp 
as an associate 
member, after 

gladly being the 
bugler at many 
of our events 

and parades for 
many months. 
Whether as as-
sociate or lineal 
member, we al-
ways look for-
ward to enlarg-
ing our roster. 

Spread the word 
about us to 

friends and col-
leagues.

Welcome,
Brother!!

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS2580
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS2580
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS2580
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS2580

