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TWO-TIME RECIPIENT OF THE MARSHALL HOPE NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR AWARD

The next Camp meeting will be Wednesday, Dec. 6, at the Machinists 
Union hall at 1650 S. 38th St., Milwaukee. 

SVC Billy Cole will have the patriotic presentation. 

Willie Johnston of the 
3rd Vermont Infantry, 
Co. D, earned the 
Medal of Honor at 
age 12 in the Seven 
Days Battles in Vir-
ginia. See page 3 for 
his story and those of 
other famous drum-
mer boys.

Hello Brothers & Friends:
 Thank  you  for  your 
continued support and faith, 
re-electing me as Camp Com-
mander for  2018. Here is the 
rest  of the Camp’s leadership 
team:
 S e n i o r V i c e C o m-
mander – Billy Cole
 J u n i o r  V i c e C o m-
mander – Brian Craig
 Secretary  – PCC Tom  
Mueller
 Treasurer  – PDC Kent 
Peterson
 Camp Council – PDC Tom  
Brown, PCC Dave Howard, Dean Collins
 Congratulations to Sister  Lisa Av-
ila  on  her  re-election  as Auxiliary  4 
president.  I wish  you  a  productive year 
and success in  efforts to perpetuate  the 
memory of our Union ancestors.
 Our  commitment  to teach,  honor, 
perpetuate and preserve must continue 
to be strong. Our  Patriotic  Luncheon in 
February, headstone dedications in St 
Francis this spring  or summer, complet-
ing  the  Victorious Charge restoration 
project and our ceremony  on  Memorial 
Day highlight the 2018 calendar.

 The Calvary  Cemetery  his-
torical plaque project  (see the 
story  on page 2)  is quickly 
moving  forward with  a  gener-
ous contribution  from  the Na-
tional SUVCW Memorial Grant 
Fund,  as well as private dona-
tions. We also will  help Camp 
15  mark the Iron  Brigade 
Highway  (Hwy.  12) with  a  his-
tory sign near Sauk City, Wis.
 We continue to awaken a 
larger,  younger  and more di-
verse audience to the stories of 
our  Union  ancestors.  We have 
reached out  to the Oak Creek 

Historical Society  and will conduct a 
program  there next July.  And we will 
continue to pursue local  veterans’ relief 
initiatives and other relevant activities. 
 The need for  you  to pitch  in  and 
take an  active part  has never been 
greater. No effort is too small.
 My  dear  Brothers, we have much  
work  ahead of us. Can  I count on  you? 
Your  active support  will determine our 
success.  Together  let’s press forward the 
good work!
 Yours in  fraternity, charity  & loy-
alty,
  PCinC Steve Michaels

From the 
Commander – 
PCinC Steve

Michaels

Busy road ahead for our noble work



 The Camp has great  news – 
we have received a  $750  grant from 
the SUVCW memorial fund to help us 
erect  a  historical marker  at Calvary 
Cemetery in Milwaukee.
 Word of the grant was re-
ceived in  late October.  That  makes a 
fine kickoff to fund-raising for  our 
latest  effort to tell Milwaukee about 
important Civil War sites for  many 
decades to come. 
 The history  sign  will  salute the 
roughly  300 Civil  War  veterans buried 
at  Calvary  – including two Medal of 
Honor recipients – and note that the 
Camp has held Memorial  Day  obser-
vances there since 1927.
 The marker  will be our  third – 
we funded and dedicated one at Forest  Home Ceme-
tery  in  June 2016  and another  at  the site of Rufus 
King’s boyhood home in 2011.
 Chaplain  Dean Collins is spearheading the 
Calvary  effort and quickly  obtained permission  from 
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and the Milwaukee 
County  Historical  Society, whose logo used is on  our 
markers. 
 “I mentioned this idea  to Archbishop Jerome 
Listecki,  a  retired lieutenant colonel  in  the Chaplain 

Corps of the U.S.  Army,”  says Collins, 
a  Roman  Catholic deacon  who con-
celebrates Mass with  Listecki every 
two years during  the Camp’s Memo-
rial Day  ceremony. “He was very  en-
thusiastic  and suggested that  the 
marker  also recognize veterans of 
other  conflicts. With  that  under-
standing, he gave me his ‘blessing’ to 
proceed.”
 Archbishop John  Henni conse-
crated the cemetery  on  All Souls Day, 
Nov.  2, 1857.  The oldest war  veterans 
there are some from  the Mexican-
American War of 1846-’48. 
 The marker will cost  up to 
$2,400  and the Camp is working  in 
various ways to obtain  more funds – 

including asking you  to help by  adding  a  voluntary 
donation to your member renewal dues. 
 “The archdiocese cemeteries director  is con-
ferring  with  the Milwaukee city  engineer  as to the lo-
cation of the city’s right  of way, which will  determine 
the exact location  of the historical  marker,”  sqys Col-
lins,  who hopes it will be along  the fence or  on  the 
gatehouse itself. The goal is to have the marker or-
dered in  the next  couple months and installed around 
Memorial Day. 
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 These  monthly  articles  about our Camp  namesake are  written  by PCinC Steve Michaels. 
This item first was published in the November 1997 Camp Orders.
  Two and half years after Col.  C.K.  Pier  and Kate  Hamilton  were married,  their 
first  child was born. Kate Hamilton  Pier  came into the world on  Dec. 11,  1868,  on  the same 
Fond du Lac farm where her father had been born.
 When she was 3, her  mother  assumed management of her  grandfather’s estate. Young 
Kate was naturally  interested in  her father’s law  practice and her  mother’s business. Encour-
aged by  her  parents, she decided to go to the university  in  Madison  to study  law  after  graduat-

ing from high school. Both Kate and her mother received LLB degrees in 1887.
 Kate H. Pier  practiced law  in  her  parents’ office,  trying  her  first case in  Fond du Lac County  Court.  
When the family  moved to Milwaukee a  year  later, she worked in  the legal department  of the Wisconsin  Cen-
tral Railroad. After  moving into her  mother’s law  office,  she became the first woman  attorney  to argue a case 
before the state Supreme Court.  In  1894, she was the first woman to argue a  case before the U.S. Circuit  Court 
of Appeals.
 Her  father, Col.  Pier,  was active in GAR affairs and her  mother, in  the Woman’s Relief Corps.  It  made 
sense that Kate and her  sisters help form  the first  Ladies Aid Society  (the Sons’ Auxiliary) in the state.  And the 
bachelor members of C.K.  Pier  Camp #35, a  camp named for  her  father by  a  law  school  classmate,  were per-
suasive. In  the early  1900s,  Kate Hamilton, her  mother  and her  sisters formed the Porta  Club in  Milwaukee. It 
disbanded when the women formed the Wisconsin chapter of Kappa Beta Pi, women’s legal sorority, in 1921.  
 From  History of the Bench & Bar of Wisconsin  (Vol. 1), H.C. Cooper Jr. & Co., Chicago  1898; Milwaukee 
Sentinel, May  12, 1890; The Story of Wisconsin Women by  Ruth  DeYoung  Kohler, Committee on Wisconsin 
Women for 1948 Wis. Centennial, Mrs. H.V. Kohler 1948.

Remembering Col. Pier: Daughter’s career in law, helping

Push for Calvary historical marker gets national grant

The marker would go some-
where by the historic Gothic 
Revival gatehouse designed by 
famed architect Erhard Briel-
maier, who died in 1917 and is 
buried at Calvary.
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Drummer Boys who
got the Medal of Honor

 At the Nov. 1 Camp meeting, Brother Jeff Lesar 
offered this  article, which  is  by Ron Soodalter of Amer-
ica’s Civil War magazine and is at http://www.
historynet.com/legends-little-drummer-boys.htm
 The bravery  of the youngest  soldiers in  the 
Union  and Confederate forces – the drummer  boys – 
won  the hearts of their  countrymen. These children 
did not simply  provide musical en-
tertainment for  the troops. Respon-
sible for  beating  out  vital  battle or-
ders and communication  signals, 
they  were in  harm’s way  from  the 
beginning  of the fight to its conclu-
sion. And when  the battle was over, 
drummer  boys also were relied upon 
to carry  wounded men  to the hospi-
tal tents, and to bury the dead.
 Given  the crucial  role they  
played, many  died in  battle and lie 
in  nameless graves,  while others 
went  on  to earn  the nation’s highest 
military  recognition.  For  his out-
standing  service in  the  bloody  Seven 
Days Battles in  Virginia in  summer 
1862,  William  E.  “Willie”  Johnston, 
drummer  for  the 3rd Vermont  In-
fantry’s Company  D, was awarded 
the Medal of Honor. 
 Willie,  12  (he was born  in  
October 1849),  apparently  was the 
only  drummer  in the outfit who – 
amid the chaos and mayhem  – 
managed to hold onto his drum. No 
actual citation  for  his award is avail-
able today. He was,  and remains, the youngest  recipi-
ent  of the medal.  It  was presented to him  on  Sept. 16, 
1863,  more than  a  year  after  the efforts being  hon-
ored. He was mustered out  of service on Dec.  30, 
1864.
 Orion  Perseus Howe of the 55th Illinois Infan-
try  earned the Medal of Honor  for  service at  Vicks-
burg.  According to his citation, “A  drummer  boy, 14 
years of age, and severely  wounded and exposed to a 
heavy  fire from  the enemy,  he persistently  remained 
upon  the field of battle until he had reported to Gen. 
W.T.  Sherman  the necessity  of supplying  cartridges 
for  the use of troops” under command of Col. Oscar 
Malmborg of the 55th.
 Sherman  later  recalled in  a  letter  to Secretary  
of War Edwin M.  Stanton: “What  arrested my  atten-
tion  then was … that  one so young,  carrying  a 
musket-ball  wound through  his leg,  should have 

found his way  to me on  that fatal  spot,  and delivered 
his message, not forgetting  the very  important part 
even  of the calibre of his musket,  54,  which  you  know 
is an unusual one.”
 Younger still  was John  McLaughlin; when  he 
attached himself to the 10th  Indiana  Infantry  at  the 
outbreak  of the war,  he was “a  little over  10  years of 
age.”  Not content  with  simply  beating  his drum, 
McLaughlin  took  up a  musket  and fought alongside 
his older  compatriots. He eventually  transferred to a 
Kentucky  cavalry  outfit  and was wounded twice at  the 
Battle of Perryville in the fall of 1862. 
 Unquestionably  the most  renowned of the 
Civil War’s child soldiers was Johnny  Clem, the 
“Drummer Boy  of Chickamauga.”  So much  has been 
written  and celebrated about him  that it is practically 
impossible to separate truth  from  fable,  but  one fact 
remains unchallenged: He is the only  soldier  to start 
as a drummer boy and retire a brigadier general.
 He was born  John Joseph  Klem  in  Newark, 
Ohio,  in  August  1851,  and was tiny  for  his age. In 
1863,  a  nurse described him  as “a  fair  and beautiful 
child … but  very  small for  his age.  He was only  about 
30 inches high  and weighed about  60 pounds.” De-
nied enlistment,  he was adopted as a  drummer  and 
mascot  by  the 24th  Ohio Volunteers,  the 22nd Mas-
sachusetts or  the 22nd Michigan  Infantry  – all have 
claimed him. By  age 12, he had seen  enough  combat 
to warrant  his official enlistment  in  the Union  Army, 
at  which  point he changed his name to John  Lincoln 
Clem in honor of the president.
 According  to one popular  account that  found 
its way  into a  number of Union  newspapers,  at 
Chickamauga a mounted colonel  under  Confederate 
Gen.  James Longstreet  galloped up to the waif.  De-
pending on  which  source you  read,  the officer 
shouted either  “Stop,  you  little Yankee devil,”  or 
“Surrender,  you  little damned son  of a  bitch!”  With-
out hesitation, Johnny  brought his musket to bear, 
and shot the Rebel out of his saddle.
 A  few  years after  the war  ended,  President 
Ulysses S.  Grant  nominated Johnny  for  enrollment  in 
West  Point, but,  because of a  lack of education, the 
young man  failed his entrance exams.  Nonetheless, 
Grant  appointed him  a second lieutenant  in  the 
Army, and the rest,  as they  say,  is history.  John Lin-
coln  Clem  rose in  the ranks,  and retired a  brigadier 
general  in  1915, the last  Civil War  veteran on the 
Army rolls.
 Clem died in 1937 at the age of 85.

Johnny Clem, 
at age 11 in the 
war, and as 
photographed 
by Mathew 
Brady (year not 
known). 

http://www.historynet.com/legends-little-drummer-boys.htm
http://www.historynet.com/legends-little-drummer-boys.htm
http://www.historynet.com/legends-little-drummer-boys.htm
http://www.historynet.com/legends-little-drummer-boys.htm


December 
birthdays

3 – Fred Murphy
21 – Dean Collins
30 – Steven Wortman

Camp Calendar
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 2 December: Christmas luncheon; noon to 2 
p.m. at Alioto’s,  3041 N. Mayfair Rd., Wauwatosa. 
Cost is $20; details from Kent Peterson at 
kapeterson@wi.rr.com. Deadline is Nov. 27.
 16 December: Wreaths Across America, 11 
a.m., at Wood National Cemetery. Auxiliary 4 will 
distribute materials to patients at the Zablocki VA 
Medical Center shortly afterwards and would ap-
preciate assistance.
 3 February: Patriotic Luncheon. See the 
flyer in this issue. Buy an ad to salute your relative.

Report address or e-mail changes to PCC Tom 
Mueller at thewisconsin3800@gmail.com

Your Banner is not forwarded by the Postal Serv-
ice, so you need to report a new address to us.

Camp Commander – PCinC Steve Michaels
(414) 712-4655

SVC Billy Cole (414) 545-7323
https://www.facebook.com/CKPierBadger

 http://www.suvcw-wi.org

Civil War 
Trivia

 Q: When 
and where did 
the Navy begin 
using hospital 
ships?

 A: The USS Red Rover was commissioned on Dec. 26, 1862, as the first Navy 
hospital ship. It had been built in 1859 as a commercial wooden sidewheel river steamer 
and purchased in 1861 by the Confederate States of America. In 1862, it was bombarded 
and captured at Island No. 10 on the Mississippi River by a Union gunboat and then re-
furbished as a floating summer hospital. At the beginning of the war, the Army used 
steamers and transports as makeshift hospitals to carry casualties upriver, but sanita-
tion and hygiene conditions were very poor. In the rebuilding of the Red Rover, an oper-
ating room was installed, along with an open cabin aft for better air circulation, and 
gauze blinds were placed over windows to reduce cinder and smoke. More at 
http://civilwarrx.blogspot.com/2016/01/the-unique-journey-of-uss-red-rover.html

Distant families requested that GAR 
markers be placed on graves that 

never had any military recognition, and 
the Sons gladly obliged. In Glendale, 
PCC Tom Mueller and Brother John 

Thielmann found and marked the 
grave of Pvt. Anton Kasper, 26th Wis-

consin Infantry, Co. B, who died in 
1911. Thielmann sang two marching 

songs in German, standards of the all-
Deutsche unit.

Honoring veterans 
of all eras

in brotherhood

Department JVC Kirby Scott of Camp 
8 in the Fox Valley joined Camp 1 in 
marching in the Veterans Day parade 
in Milwaukee. They took shelter from 
the cold rain and brisk winds before 
their turn in the marching order finally 
arrived. Photo courtesy of Veterans 
Day parade staff.

 Near Ixonia, Mueller and GRO 
Bob Mann of Camp 4 honored 

Pvt. Christian Kalvel, 42nd WIs-
consin, Co. A. He died of dis-

ease soon after returning home 
in July 1865. The scene was 

very peaceful – St. Lukeʼs 
Cemetery is next to a cornfield, 

and turkeys were gobbling in the 
distance. 


