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Here’s the roll-call on our 1901 charter

! Historical marker, parades are the focus

 Our next meeting will review funding of the historical marker at Forest Home 
cemetery, plus summer parades and events. It will be held at 7 p.m. July 1 at the 
Machinists Union hall at 1650 S. 38th St., Milwaukee. PCC David Howard will have 
the patriotic presentation.

The dedication of the 
new Wisconsin 
monument honoring 
all the men who 
trained at Camp 
Randall and the 
sesquicentennial of 
the end of the war will 
be held on July 18 in 
Madison. CinC Tad 
Campbell, a relative of 
Gov. Alexander 
Randall, will be 
attending. See page 4 
for details, which still 
are being formulated.

 We strive daily  to 
honor  and perpetuate the 
legacy  of the Grand Army 
of the Republic,  following 
in  the footsteps of the noble group of 
Brothers who formed our  Camp on 
December  4, 1901, the date on  our 
charter.
 Our  Camp is the result of a 
merger of the C.K.  Pier  Camp #35  and 
the Badger  Camp #1, two Camps of the 
Sons whose membership had dwindled 
over  the years along with  that  of the 
GAR.
 Steve Michaels reported this so 
very  well in  his centennial history  of our 
Camp in  2001, three years before he 
became commander-in-chief of the Sons. 
 The first commander  of our 
m e r g e d C a m p w a s G e o r g e A . 
Shaughnessy. He is buried in  Calvary 
Cemetery  in  Milwaukee; the database of 
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee says he 
died on  June 20,  1911,  at  the age of 57. 
He is buried in  the northwest  corner of 
the cemetery,  at  Hawley  and Bluemound 
Roads.

 It is humbling  to 
think that  there is a  direct 
line from  Shaughnessy  to 
me, in  my  second term 

nearly 114 years later.
 Michaels’ history  shows that 
Shaughnessy  was commander  for  the 
first  year,  succeeded by  Judson  G. Bogart 
in 1903 and J. Floyd Coates in 1904.
 Here are the names of our 
founders in  the exact order  in  which  they 
appear  on  our  charter, which  we proudly 
display  at  each  meeting in its giant 
vintage frame.  Michaels’ history  filled out 
some of the names where only  initials 
appeared on the charter. 
 Harry Fuller
 Oscar Dittmar
 George Steuerwald
 E.F.J. Goldsmith
 Henry A. Goldsmith
 W.E. Radtke
 Gustavus O. Schorse
 William R. Beitz
 Albert G. Braband

Continued on page 4 

 From the Commander

– Tom Mueller



 These monthly  articles  about our Camp namesake  are written by  PCinC Steve Michaels. 
This item first was published in the June 1995 Camp Orders.
  Although  Col. C.K.  Pier  spoke at dozens of patriotic  and political events, one of the most 
unusual had to have been on July 4, 1880.
 Independence Day  festivities in Waupun,  Wis.,  included an  “exhibition”  by  the convicts 
in  the prison yard.  Eight  hundred people paid 25  cents each to see the show,  with  net  proceeds 
going to replenish the prison library.

 Col. Pier  was the middle speaker, following the warden and preceding a  guest from  California. 
Afterwards,  one prisoner  gave a  burlesque monologue and other  prisoners entertained by  foot racing,  boxing 
and dancing.
 From the Milwaukee Sentinel files
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Remembering Col. Pier: Visit to Waupun

Chaplain Dean Collins caps his planning of 
our Memorial Day commemoration by firing 
Cushingʼs Battery at Calvary Cemetery in 

Milwaukee. Brother Tom Ludka, top right, was 
the keynote speaker after Archbishop Jerome 
Listecki celebrated the Roman Catholic Mass 
indoors at St. Vincent Pallotti Church because 

of rain. Many media came to the indoor and 
outdoor portions, where Lincoln presenter Nic 
Bur spoke inspiringly and stood tall. Photos 

by PDC Kent Peterson.

Visitors at the 
Trimborn 
Heritage 
Weekend at 
Trimborn Farm  
try out period 
games with the 
help of Danielle 
Michaels and 
PCinC Steve 
Michaels.

We honor, 
we fire 
and we 
educate
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Systematic fraud
 by bounty brokers

 For his patriotic presentation at the Camp’s June 3 meeting, Chaplain Dean Collins offered this piece by 
Brian P. Luskey from the New York Times from last February. The title was “Men is Cheap – disunion follows the 
Civil War as it unfolded.” Luskey teaches history at West Virginia University. The entire item is at http://
opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/02/04/men-is-cheap/?_r=0
 In  February  1865,  The New  York Times announced sensational news: 27  recruitment  and bounty  
brokers had been arrested after a federal investigation into allegations of huge military recruitment fraud. 
 Spearheaded by  Lafayette C. Baker,  the government’s detective in  chief,  the investigation  laid bare a 
nationwide network  of malfeasance.  The probe implicated businessmen, local  government  officials,  military 
officers and soldiers engaged in a  concerted effort  to fraudulently  help communities achieve their  draft  quotas 
by  forging  enlistment  documents, and then  surreptitiously  pocketing  the commissions paid for  reaching those 
numbers. 
 By  1865,  both sides in  the Civil  War  were in dire need of reinforcements. Casualties were mounting, 
volunteers were harder  to come by  and the draft  was deeply  unpopular. Recruitment  efforts in  the war’s later 
years were two-pronged. One track focused on encouraging  men to volunteer  for  service in hopes of earning 
ever-escalating bounties; the other sought to enroll substitutes for drafted men.
 Entrepreneurs smelled profit, and positioned themselves as indispensable assistants to drafted men  
looking  for  substitutes,  town and county  commissioners tasked with  filling  local quotas in  distant  cities and 
the poor who calculated that soldiering was a way to earn money. 
 Across the Mid-Atlantic region, crooked brokers nimbly  manipulated the despair  of struggling  families 
to serve their own efforts to move commodities – men – over long distances at speedy rates.
 The brokers created a  market  in  men  that radiated out  from  recruiting  offices near  Brooklyn’s Navy  
Yard, with  firms such  as Fay  & Dalton  on  York Street  taking  the lead to supply, and be supplied by, distant 
agents in  the hinterland of New  York, New  Jersey  and Connecticut.  Fay  & Dalton  received a steady  stream  of 
information  about prices and the numbers of men  needed and available,  and tried to parse rumors that  the 
government would make calls for more men and thus unsettle those prices and supply.
 A  chatty  agent,  George Northrup, articulated the nature of this market quite clearly  when he wrote to 
the firm in January 1865 from Troy, N.Y. “Men is cheep here today. 3 Years Sub(stitutes) 700 to 800 Dollars.” 
 Northrup evidently  did not recognize the irony  of making this statement  in  an  era  of slave 
emancipation.  Substitutes could be assigned prices and their  names scrawled on  credits – scraps of blank 
paper as well as printed military  recruitment  forms – to be sold to town  commissioners,  who would 
fraudulently count the names against their draft quotas.
 This was a market of fast-moving  paper  exchanges, above and below  board.  The brokers hid evidence 
of disease and physical deficiencies as often  as slave auctioneers did.  They  took unhealthy  men  from  town to 
town  until  they  found doctors willing  to vouch  for  their  health,  and provost  marshals willing  to accept  them. 
They boasted to one another that they “could put anything in” the Army “in the shape of man.” 
 We shouldn’t  be surprised that  the partners of Fay  & Dalton took their  profits from  this lucrative trade 
and plowed them  back into another  market – in  United States bonds. The circle was perfect, from  a business 
perspective: Take men,  repurpose them  as commodities for  the substitute market, turn  their identities into 
credits and cash and launder newly acquired wealth in patriotic paper.
 But  that  was, of course, only  paper  patriotism. When the scandal broke in  February  1865, and the 
principals and agents of firms such  as Fay  & Dalton were herded into Washington’s Old Capitol Prison to await 
trial, newspapers roundly  condemned substitute and bounty  brokers,  just  as they  had condemned shoddy 
manufacturers whose leaky  tents and disintegrating uniforms and shoes had imperiled the comfort and 
welfare of soldiers at the beginning of the war. How dare they seek profit while their nation was endangered?
 Sadly,  recruitment  profiteering didn’t  end with  the Civil  War. Last  year  a  Senate panel  heard testimony  
from  Army  officers about a  military  recruitment  program, initiated in 2005  to increase enrollment in  wartime 
armies stationed in  Iraq and Afghanistan, that  was riddled with  fraud. National Guard recruiters were charged 
with  funneling the spectacular  fees ($7,500 per  soldier)  into their  own bank  accounts rather  than  into those of 
“civilian assistants”  who were owed the money.  High  school guidance counselors reputedly  reaped the same 
rewards for enlisting students who already had declared their intent to sign up. 
 The Army ended the program in 2012.



July birthdays

2 –  Steve Michaels
9 – Patrick Fallon
14 – Ron Washburn
16 – Tom Brown

Camp Calendar
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 27 June: Forest Home Cemetery honors the end 
of the Civil War. Opens with parade at noon. Come and 
see the mockup of our historical marker.
 4 July: Camp 15 has invited us to join it in the 
Fourth of July parade in Union Grove. Form by 8:30 
a.m. at the Racine County Fairgrounds on Highway 11. 
Cmdr. Jeff Graf has refreshments at his house along 
the parade route. 
 18 July: The South Shore Frolics has canceled 
its parade. 
 25 July: South Milwaukee Heritage Days 
parade, 11 a.m.
 26 July: Picnic with Camp 15, noon to 4 p.m. at 
Heg Park in Town of Norway in Racine County.

Report any address or e-mail changes to 
Secretary David Howard

Lifeopp@yahoo.com

Newsletter editor
Cmdr. Tom Mueller

thewisconsin3800@gmail.com

Website http://www.suvcw-wi.org

 A: According to the Wisconsin roster, the 34th Infantry 
Regiment was a nine-month unit of drafted men. The 39th Infantry 
was a 100-day unit, and had no Company E. The 40th Regiment was 
100 days and had no Company H and the 41st Regiment, another 100-
day unit, had no H, I or K. Most of these regiments had garrison, 
railroad guard and picket duty around Memphis, Tenn.

Civil War Trivia

 Q: Which Wisconsin 
regiments had limited terms of 
service?

Congratulations, 
Brothers!!!

 Judson G. Bogart
 Martin Grasse
 Charles Hudson

J. Floyd Coates
 J.H. Radtke
 William H. Schmitz
 George A. Shaughnessy
 William I. Wolf
 F.J. Walthers
 Phillip Schmidt
 Herman Strothman
 Edward T. Fairchild
 Frank Allen
 Rev. Walther J. Patton
 Sherman Spurr
 Phillip LeGrand
 Emil Henock
 Paul Umfried

G. Frank Fiesler
 The charter  was signed by  
Henry  A. Goldsmith  under  the 
w o r d “ a t t e s t , ”  a n d i t  w a s 

a p p r o v e d b y  D e p a r t m e n t 
Commander  Martin  A. Grasse, 
then  by  CinC E.R.  Campbell of 
Maryland. Those signatures 
appear  to be in  the same 
handwriting  as the rest  of the 
charter. 
 All of us owe our  28 
founders a  debt of gratitude,  and 
I hope they  know  how  hard we 
work  today  to carry  out  their 
mission. I also hope they  are very 
proud of us, and I am  darn  proud 
of all of you. 

Saturday, July 18
Camp Randall area; just east of 

football stadium

9 a.m.: Public views displays by 
groups

11 a.m.: Unveiling of monument 
near Monroe Street and North 

Randall Avenue. This is a block or 
so south of the historic Civil War 

Arch. 

11:30 a.m.: Concert by 1st Brigade 
Band

Displays continue to 6 p.m.

Get more info at http://
www.wisvetsmuseum.com/events/?

ID=121 or by writing to 
kevin.hampton@dva.wisconsin.gov

From the Commander  – 
continued from page 1 Madison 

commemoration


