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TWO-TIME RECIPIENT OF THE MARSHALL HOPE NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Camp will meet on Wednesday, Feb. 7, at the Machinists Union 
hall at 1650 S. 38th St., Milwaukee. Patriotic Instructor Bruce Nason 

will have the patriotic presentation.

 Greetings,  Broth-
ers and friends!
     C.K. Pier  Badger 
Camp #1  certainly  did 
not slow  down as 2017  came to a  close. 
Last month, we did these things:
 – A  grand welcome for  the care-
takers of Fond du  Lac’s Pier  Cemetery, 
Georgina  and Mary, to our  Christmas 
party  at  Alioto’s on  Dec. 2. Twenty-four 
members and friends also enjoyed Br. 
Billy  Cole’s musical stylings, making  this 
event  an  extremely  memorable part  of 
the holiday season.  
 – Our quarterly  planning  meeting 
on  Dec. 6  helped bring into focus our 
2018  initiatives.  These include a  com-
memorative plaque at  Calvary  Cemetery, 
a  July  15  presentation  on multiple topics 
at  the Oak Creek Historical Society,  twin 
headstone dedications in  St. Francis and 
honoring  Kenosha County’s Last  Sol-
dier. 
 – A  strong  presence at  the 
Wreaths Across America  ceremony  at 
Wood National Cemetery  on  Dec. 16. 
Our  Brothers got  to place some of the 
more than  3,500 wreaths on  veterans’ 
graves. Then,  we were on  to the seventh 
and eighth  floors of the Zablocki VA 
Medical  Center to hand out  blankets and 

goodies with  the Auxiliary. 
The patients in  the pallia-
tive care unit were most 
appreciative. 

 – Our  first  major  activity  of the 
New  Year  is the Patriotic  Luncheon  at 
12:30 p.m. on  Saturday, Feb.  3,  at Ali-
oto’s,  3041  N.  Mayfair  Road,  Wauwatosa. 
Brother  Jerry  Kowalski,  in  the person of 
Gen.  George Thomas,  will speak  about 
his relationship with  the 16th president. 
Kowalski,  of Elmhurst,  Ill.,  is the 
SUVCW national chaplain.
 The nationwide observance of 
Lincoln’s birthday  began  with  our  Order 
in  1890. Our  Camp took the lead in 
commemorating  “Union  Defender’s Day” 
in  the Milwaukee area. The gathering 
became a  Presidents’ Day  luncheon  in 
1971. Since then, we’ve presented some 
of the finest speakers available on many 
intricate aspects of Abraham Lincoln.  
 You  will  not  want  to miss this 
signature event; the Patriotic Luncheon 
features great  food, entertainment  and a 
chance at fabulous prizes! Why  not  bring 
a  friend or  family  member? I hope you’ll 
join me in this long-time tradition.
 In F, C & L,
 Steve

Patriotic Luncheon leads the way

This historical 
marker has taken 
multiple steps to-
ward becoming a 

reality, thanks to the 
efforts of Chaplain 
Dean Collins. See 

the story on page 2. 
This mockup was 
done by PDC Kent 
Peterson; the text 
still is being final-

ized.
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From the Commander 
– PCinC Steve

Michaels
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 The Camp Orders reported in  November  that  we 
had received a  national grant to help BEGIN our  drive to 
fund a historical marker at Calvary Cemetery. 
 Now  we are even  happier  to report that we already  
are FINISHED with  funding  – with  the great  help of many 
Brothers contributing via  their  membership renewals, plus 
donations from  Auxiliary  4, MOLLUS and the American 
Legion  Milwaukee Police Post  415. The text  has gone 
through many drafts, and we soon will order the marker.
 Chaplain  Dean  Collins spearheaded all  the above 
and has worked with  the Milwaukee Archdiocese to select  a 
prime site,  just inside the fence at the east  side of the his-
toric gatehouse on West Bluemound Road.
 The history  sign will cost about  $2,200  and will sa-
lute the roughly  300 Civil  War  veterans buried at  Calvary  – 
including two Medal of Honor  recipients – plus note that 
our  Camp has held Memorial Day  observances there since 
1927.
 The cemetery  dates to 1857. The oldest war  veter-
ans there are from the Mexican-American War of 1846-’48.  
  Calvary’s two MOH recipients are  Navy  Boat-
swain’s Mate John  Breen, honored for  heroism  aboard the 
USS Commodore Perry  when  under  fire by  Confederates 
on  the Blackwater  River  at  Franklin, Va.,  in  1862; and 1st 
Lt. Edward McGinn of the 54th  Ohio Infantry, honored for 
heroism at Vicksburg in 1863. 
 Breen died in  1875  and had an  unmarked grave for 
nearly  130  years until  Tom  Ludka  and Marge Berres came 
across it  in records during  one of their  projects. McGinn 
died in 1908.
 Calvary  has about 70,000  graves, according to the 
Archdiocese. One burial is architect  Erhard Brielmaier, 
who designed the Gothic Revival gatehouse to the ceme-
tery  and the Romanesque chapel on Jesuit  Hill.  He died in 
1917. 

Remembering Col. Pier: fires were only part of woes
 These  monthly  articles  about our Camp namesake  are written by PCinC Steve  Michaels. This  item first 
was published in the January 1998 Camp Orders.
 Tragedy struck the colonel’s farm during the summer of 1884. 
 At 9 p.m. on Aug. 18, C.K. Pier’s large barn was discovered in flames. Efforts to save the struc-
ture were not successful. Inside, 20 tons of hay and carriages were completely consumed. The total loss 
was valued at $3,000, and insurance paid only $1,000.
 Seven years earlier, one of Pier’s rental properties in Fond du Lac burned to the ground. An unoccu-
pied frame dwelling house on East First Street was destroyed early on the morning of Feb. 11, 1877. It was val-
ued at $500 and was not insured.
 These property losses would be eclipsed by financial losses in business speculation in Merrill in 
northern Wisconsin in 1881 and the personal loss when his youngest daughter died in 1885.
 From The Milwaukee Sentinel and  The Milwaukee Telegraph

! The Department always wants to be 
sure that all Camps making patriotic presen-
tations, and we excel at these!!! Here are the 
presentations of 2017, which once again 
consisted of a highly diversified range of top-
ics presented by a range of Brothers.
! January: Visiting Bald Hill, part of the 
Atlanta campaign.
! February: Kentuckyʼs period of 
“armed neutrality.” 
! March: Several items from a trivia 
book, including the battle of the bands at 
Stones River and how Gen. Philip H. Sheri-
dan weighed only 115 pounds.
! April: Cpl. William D. Cole of the 7th 
Missouri Infantry.
! May: William H. Carney of the 54th 
Massachusetts, first black recipient of the 
Medal of Honor. 
! June: Many southern Christians felt 
that slavery, in one Baptist ministerʼs words, 
“stands as an institution of God.” 
! July: The history of our Camp gavel.
! August: How the 25th Wisconsin In-
fantry had the highest overall death toll of 
any regiment from the state.
! September: The myth of the “loyal 
slave.” !
! October: The Irish Brigade.
! November: Drummer boys who 
earned the Medal of Honor. 
! December: The extensive war record 
of Missouri Capt. Nelson Cole.

Our 2017 presentationshistorical marker
for Calvary races ahead
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Researching beyond
the national handbook

By PCC David Howard

 As Department  patriotic instructor, I was 
studying the SUVCW national  handbook  for  the posi-
tion, which  includes examinations of the  history  of 
national holidays and other  special days such  as 
Grand Army Day (April 6) and Loyalty Day (May 1).
 The booklet  says Thanksgiving was “first  ob-
served”  in  1621, but  this made me wonder  how  many 
times that a  day  was set apart  for  giving thanks.  I 
found that  many  celebrations of thanks were done in 
many  other  places before that famous event  at Ply-
mouth, Mass.,  and in  many  places afterwards – all 
long  before Lincoln’s proclamation  of 1863  declaring 
it a national commemoration. 
 Giving thanks for  the Creator’s gifts always 
was a part of the daily  life of the Wampanoag  native 
Americans,  who lived near  Plymouth.  But they  were 
only  one of the native people of North  America  who, 
from  ancient times, held ceremonies to give thanks 
for  successful harvests,  for  the hope of a  good grow-
ing  season  in  the early  spring and for  other  good for-
tune such as the birth of a child.
 The Pilgrims (who wanted complete separa-
tion  from  the Church  of England and arrived in Ply-
mouth  Bay  on  the Mayflower) and the Puritans (who 
wished to remain in  the Anglican  Church, but  reform 
it) each  brought  new  Thanksgiving  traditions to the 
American  scene. They  were both  Calvinist  Christian 
religions. 
 Today’s national Thanksgiving  celebration  is 
a  blend of the two traditions:  the New  England sepa-
ratist  custom  of rejoicing  after  a  successful  harvest, 
based on  ancient English  harvest  festivals, and the 
Puritan  Thanksgiving,  a  solemn  religious observance 
combining prayer and feasting.
 The first  documented services of thanksgiving 
in  territory  now  in  the United States were conducted 
by  Spaniards and the French  in the 1500s. Such  serv-
ices were routine in  what became the Commonwealth 
of Virginia as early  as 1607, with  the first permanent 
settlement  of Jamestown,  Va., holding  a  thanksgiving 
in  1610. However,  few  people knew  about these 
thanksgiving  events until the 20th  century. They 
were isolated celebrations,  forgotten  long  before the 
establishment of the American holiday.
 So the event  in  Plymouth,  Mass., in  the fall of 
1621  was “the historical  birth  of the American 
Thanksgiving  holiday,”  James W. Baker  says in his 
2009  book, “Thanksgiving: The Biography  of an 
American Holiday.”
 The Pilgrims declared a  Thanksgiving Day  
after  their first  harvest.  This feast  lasted three days, 

and – as recounted by  attendee Edward Winslow  – it 
was attended by 90 Wampanoag and 53 Pilgrims. 
 The national SUVCW  handbook also says the 
Massachusetts Bay  Colony  declared a  Thanksgiving 
Day  in  1630, and frequently  thereafter until 1680.  In 
Connecticut, Thanksgiving  was held as early  as 1639 
and annually thereafter.
 The Dutch  in  New  Netherlands had a  Thanks-
giving  in  1644, and occasionally  thereafter.  The col-
ony  encompassed parts of what  are now  the states of 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Connecticut and Delaware, the handbook adds.
 The Continental Congress,  during the Ameri-
can  Revolution, appointed one or  more days of giving 
thanks each  year.  George Washington,  leader  of revo-
lutionary  forces,  proclaimed Thanksgiving  in  Decem-
ber 1777, celebrating  the defeat  of the British  at Sara-
toga, N.Y.
 Washington again  proclaimed Thanksgiving, 
as president,  in  1788  and 1795. President  John Ad-
ams declared Thanksgiving  Day  in  1798  and 1799. 
And President James Madison  set  apart  a  day  for 
thanks at the close of the War of 1812.  
 Some Southern States were opposed to these 
Thanksgiving  Days on  the grounds that  they  were a 
relic of Puritanical  bigotry,  but by  1858 proclama-
tions appointing  a  day  of Thanksgiving by  the gover-
nors of 25 states and two territories were issued. 
 Which brings us to Lincoln. Prompted by  
years of editorials written  by  Sarah  Josepha Hale,  for 
a  magazine named the Godey’s Lady’s Book,  Lincoln 
proclaimed on  Oct.  3, 1863,  a national  Thanksgiving 
Day, to be celebrated on the final  Thursday  in No-
vember. Since then, Thanksgiving  has been observed 
annually across the United States. 
 Lincoln’s proclamation  said: “The year  that  is 
drawing towards its close has been filled with  the 
blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. … In 
the midst  of a  civil war  of unequalled magnitude and 
severity,  which  has sometimes seemed to foreign 
states to invite and to provoke their  aggression,  peace 
has been  preserved with  all  nations, order  has been 
maintained,  the laws have been  respected and 
obeyed, and harmony  has prevailed everywhere ex-
cept  in the theatre of military  conflict; while that 
theatre has been  greatly  contracted by  the advancing 
armies and navies of the Union.”
 The patriotic  instructor’s handbook is at 
http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01
/National-PI-Handbook-v2.1.pdf

http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/National-PI-Handbook-v2.1.pdf
http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/National-PI-Handbook-v2.1.pdf
http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/National-PI-Handbook-v2.1.pdf
http://www.suvcw.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/National-PI-Handbook-v2.1.pdf
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Report address or e-mail changes to PCC Tom 
Mueller at thewisconsin3800@gmail.com

Your Banner is not forwarded by the Postal Serv-
ice, so you need to report a new address to us.

Camp Commander – PCinC Steve Michaels
(414) 712-4655

SVC Billy Cole (414) 545-7323
https://www.facebook.com/CKPierBadger

 http://www.suvcw-wi.org

Camp Calendar
February 
birthdays

1 – Kent Peterson
6 – Jeff Lesar 
15 – Joe Fallon

Civil War Trivia

 Q: What unit 
did the 2nd Wisconsin 
Infantry lose after Bull 
Run?  A: The 2nd Wisconsin had fought at Bull Run, Va., on July 21, 1861. The 
Wisconsin roster says Co. K was detached from the regiment in August 1861, 
and assigned to duty as Heavy Artillery at Forts Corcoran, Marcy and Ethan 
Allen in the defenses of Washington, D.C., until October. It rejoined the regi-
ment Oct. 10. then was permanently detached as Battery A, 1st Wisconsin 
Heavy Artillery, on Dec. 9, 1861. A new Co. K was organized on Dec. 20, 1861. 
Batteries B, C, etc., of the 1st Wisconsin HA were organized in later years. 

 Marion Weckwerth, a life member of Auxiliary 4, died on Jan. 
10 at the age of 84.

 Weckwerth joined the Auxiliary in 2013, and 
traveled via special van from her care facility to and 
from meetings. 
 “Her position as an officer last year was patri-
otic instructor,” says Lisa Avila, Auxiliary president. 
“She was kind and always donating books and sup-
plies.”
 Those were medical materials and blankets for 
the veterans in the Auxiliary’s annual December visit 
to the Zablocki VA Medical Center, says Danielle Mi-
chaels, past national auxiliary president. “She will be 
missed deeply by the sisters of Auxiliary 4.”  
 She was born Marion O. Berglund and was the 
wife of the late Gerald Weckwerth. Surviving is a son, 
John, and her obituary said she was a “proud grand-
mommie” of four. Marion was a choir member and 

longtime member of North Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 The obit gave special thanks to Christy Weise and the staff at 
Village at Manor Park and Clement Manor for their loving care.
 “She always had a laugh, even when she was hurting,” says 
Elizabeth Craig, Department president of the Auxiliary and a member 
of Auxiliary 4.

Marion 
Weckwerth

Auxiliary’s Marion dies at 84

Auxiliary 4 
and our Camp  
distributed 
blankets and 
other goods 
at the Zab-
locki VA 
Medical Cen-
ter after 
Wreaths 
Across America. Brother Bill Seaman 
played Taps at the ceremony and 
placed more than a few wreaths.

December missions

 3 February: Patriotic Luncheon. 
 10 March: Civil War Expo in Kenosha. 
 28 May: Memorial Day at Calvary Ceme-
tery, where we have been holding observances 
since 1927.
 15 July: The Oak Creek Historical Society 
has invited the Camp and Auxiliary to do a presen-
tation on various topics.
 21 July (tentative): Dedication of two tomb-
stones in St. Francis for the St. Francis Historical 
Society. At tiny Lake Cemetery.


