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TWO-TIME RECIPIENT OF THE MARSHALL HOPE NEWSLETTER OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Camp will commence the New Year on Wednesday, Jan. 3, at the 
Machinists Union hall at 1650 S. 38th St., Milwaukee. 

PCC David Howard will have the patriotic presentation. 

Two ways to 
do good for 
the holidays 

and after

And I heard them exclaim, 
as they marched into sight, 

‘Happy Christmas to all, and to all 
another New year of F, C and L done right.’

Patriotic Luncheon. Memorial Day. Profoundly touching dedications for little-known sol-
diers Michael Carroll, Charles Blanchard and William Kolbow. Parades in Union Grove, 
South Milwaukee, St. Francis and Milwaukee. History expos in Kenosha, West Allis and 
Fond du Lac. And much more. We had a heck of a ride in 2017. Tammy Seaman photo 
from St. Francis parade. Many more photos on page 3.

1. If you have not 
already renewed 

your member-
ship, do so today.

2. RSVP now for 
the Patriotic 

Luncheon, which 
is Feb. 3. Pur-

chase an ad sa-
luting your rela-
tive and ask an 

organization that 
you know to buy 
an ad. This is our 
main fund-raiser 
of the year. We 
sent a flyer last 

month.



 For his  patriotic presentation  at the  Camp 
meeting in December, SVC Billy Cole  discussed his 
great-great-great uncle, who was  a captain and  colonel 
in multiple  units  from the earliest days  of the war until 
beyond  the  end, then was a brigadier general  based in 
the United States during the Spanish-American war.
   Only  days after  the Civil War  began, Nelson  
D. Cole of St. Louis recruited a 
company  and on  April  21,  1861, was 
mustered in as captain  of Co.  A, 5th 
Missouri Infantry  (United States 
Volunteers). He was age 27.
  At this time, Missouri  was in  
turmoil,  with  part  of the state north 
of the Mason-Dixon  Line and most 
of the state south of the line. 
  Outrages were committed 
against Unionists at  Potosi in  east-
ern  Missouri, and Capt. Cole was 
dispatched there with  two companies with  orders 
from  Gen. Nathaniel Lyon  of the St. Louis Arsenal  “to 
apprehend the offending parties and give consolation 
and relief to the sufferers.”  The objective was accom-
plished very  quickly  and at DeSoto, also in that  area 
of the state,  an  entire company  of secessionists was 
dispersed. 
  Cole participated in  the capture of Jefferson  
City  on  June 15,  and the flag  that had been presented 
to his company  was the first to be raised there after 
the retreat  of the rebellious governor.  On  June 17, 
Cole took  part in  the fight  in  his ancestral home of 
Boonville.  
 At the expiration  of his three-month  term  of 
service,  he was quickly  commissioned captain in  the 

1st Missouri  Infantry. The unit  marched into Spring-
field,  Mo.,  on July  3,  participated in  the Battle of Dug 
Springs July  25  and skirmished at  McCullough’s 
Store on July 26.
  At Wilson’s Creek on  Aug. 10, Gen.  Lyon was 
wounded twice but then led led a  countercharge of 
the 2nd Kansas Infantry  on  Bloody  Hill, where he was 
shot  in  the heart,  becoming  the first  Union  general in 
the war to die on the battlefield. 
 Cole was severely  wounded by  a gunshot to 
the face. Lt.  Col.  George Lippitt  Andrews wrote in  his 
report, “Upon  arriving  to the left of DuBois’ Battery 
and approaching  Co.  E, I met Capt. Cole of that com-
pany  being  taken  to the rear  in  consequence of a 
wound in  the lower jaw.  And,  although  unable to 
speak, still by every action he encouraged his men.” 
 After  Wilson’s Creek,  the regiment  returned to 
St Louis,  where it  was reorganized as the 1st Missouri 
Light  Artillery,  then moving to Jefferson  City  and 
several other cities until  May  20,  1862. Cole,  who had 
recovered from  his wounds,  declined to accept the 
commission of major offered to him at that time.
 Thereafter, Capt. Cole was on  duty  at  Sedalia,  
Springfield,  Newtonia  and other  parts of Missouri 
and Arkansas until his battery  was dispatched to the 
Army  of the Frontier. He was detailed as chief of ar-
tillery  and ordnance on  the staff of Maj.  Gen. John 
Schofield, commanding the Department of Missouri, 
and acted in that capacity until April 1863.
 When Gen.  Grant  targeted Vicksburg, Miss.,  
Cole requested permission to re-assume command of 
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 These  monthly articles  about our Camp namesake are written  by PCinC 
Steve Michaels. This item first was published in the December 1997 Camp Orders.
 In  December  1893,  GAR posts held their  annual  elections. At  Milwau-
kee’s E.B.  Wolcott  Post #1, C.K.  Pier  was elected to one of its three positions of 
trustee. 
  GAR Post  trustees were responsible for  the care,  custody  and manage-
ment  of property,  as determined by  the post.  All  leases or  conveyances of lands 
or buildings were placed in their names.
       Post bylaws regulated trustee performance and how  funds were managed 
and invested. So trustees functioned as financial, business and legal advisers.
  Pier  had been a  charter  member  and commander  of E.A.  Brown Post 
#130,  Fond du  Lac.  His role in  the 1880 Soldiers & Sailors Reunion and the 1889 
National GAR Encampment, both  in  Milwaukee, demonstrated his leadership 
and dedication. These,  along  with  his legal and business savvy,  made the colonel 
a valuable commodity, even in the state’s largest Grand Army Post. 
  From The Grand Army Blue Book, J.F. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia 1891 

The extensive war record of Missouri’s Nelson Cole

Continued on page 4

Nelson D. Cole

This is the intricate coat of 
arms of the E.B. Wolcott 
GAR Post #1.

Remembering Col. Pier: Trustee for E.B. Wolcott post
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2017 in pictures

Photos by 
Danielle Michaels,

Lee Matz of Milwaukee 
Independent.com, 

Kent Peterson,
Maggie Menard-

Mueller and 
Tom Mueller

PCinC Steve 
Michaels 

plants the 
Camp flag at 
the Charles 

Blanchard 
dedication.

The honor guard reloads at our Sep-
tember ceremony honoring Pvt. Char-
les Blanchard, last Civil War veteran to 
die in Milwaukee County. He died in 
1942 and is buried at Forest Home 
Cemetery in Milwaukee. At right, Russ 
Horton of the Wisconsin Veterans Mu-
seum visits with PDC Kent Peterson at 
a genealogical event in Milwaukee. 
Below, PCC Tom Mueller finished cata-
loging the nearly 6,000 Civil War 
graves at Wood National Cemetery.

We are joined by Camps 15 and 4 in Octo-
ber to dedicate Pvt. William Kolbowʼs tomb-
stone in Oak Creek, along with about 18 of 
his descendants. At Wood National Ceme-
tery, Taps from Bugler Bill Seaman closes 
the ceremony that corrected the name on 
the tombstone of Pvt. Michael Carroll in 
June. At the Mass on Memorial Day at Cal-
vary Cemetery in Milwaukee, Chaplain 
Dean Collins introduces the Gospel.



January 
birthdays

8 – Dave Curran
20 – Clifford Howard
22 – Jeremy Brown
31 – Emmett Jordan

Camp Calendar
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 3 February: Patriotic Luncheon. You got 
a flyer in the previous newsletter; ask PCC Tom 
Mueller or PCinC Steve Michaels to send you 
another one. See their emails on left side of 
this page.
 10 March: Civil War Expo in Kenosha. 
 28 May: Memorial Day at Calvary Ceme-
tery, where we have been holding observances 
since 1927, according to the research that was 
done in preparation for the historical marker 
that we will put there and dedicate in 2018. 

Report address or e-mail changes to PCC Tom 
Mueller at thewisconsin3800@gmail.com

Your Banner is not forwarded by the Postal Serv-
ice, so you need to report a new address to us.

Camp Commander – PCinC Steve Michaels
(414) 712-4655

SVC Billy Cole (414) 545-7323
https://www.facebook.com/CKPierBadger

 http://www.suvcw-wi.org

Civil War Trivia

 Q: How did soldiers 
in the 6th Wisconsin Infantry  
object to an 1862 order by 
Gen. John Gibbon that they 
must have white leggings?

 A: They did not like it because the items would be impossible to 
keep clean and were another thing to carry around, among other reasons. 
The next morning, the general “found the legs of his horse ornamented with 
white leggings,” said Michael H. Fitch, quoted on page 345 of Lance Herde-
gen’s 1990 book “In the Bloody Railroad Cut at Gettysburg.” The book has 
an extensive discussion of these items, uniforms and specifications. 

his battery  and participate in  the siege. After the sur-
render  of Vicksburg  a  month  later,  in  July  1863, he 
returned to the Department of Missouri as chief of 
artillery  and later  became chief of staff to Gen. Alfred 
Pleasonton, who was commanding  the cavalry  of the 
Department of Missouri.
  Cole was in  command of the forces sent  in  
pursuit of Gen.  Joe Shelby  in  1863,  and also aided in 
repelling Sterling Price’s raid in  Missouri in  1864. He 
was commissioned colonel  of the 2nd Missouri  Artil-
lery  on  Feb 24, 1864. After considerable service in 
the Southwest,  Cole was on  duty  at  St  Louis as chief 
of artillery until June 1865.
 On July  1, 1865, Col. Cole moved out  of 
Omaha, Neb., to the Badlands of the Dakotas.  The 
stories of his fights with  the Indians are legend, as 
are the hardships endured, hunger  and almost 
starvation. 
 Col. Cole  finally  mustered out  of the service 
Nov  18, 1865. Throughout  the war  he was regarded 
as an exceptionally capable and gallant officer.
  He returned to St  Louis, and engaged in  
business as a  planning mill operator  and a  lumber 
merchant,  bringing with  him  some of his former em-

ployees  who 
had followed his 
l e a d f o r  4½ 
years. 
 W h e n  
w a r  w a s d e-
c l a r e d w i t h 
Spain  in  1898 
and a  brigadier 
general  was to 
be appointed 
from  Missouri, 
t h e n a m e o f 
Nelson  Cole was 
the only  one 
seriously  con-
sidered,  and on 
May  28  Presi-
dent  Wil l iam 
McKinley  com-
missioned him 
in that rank.
  D u r i n g 
the winter  of 
1898-’99, while 
in  command of his brigade at  Columbia, S.C.,  Cole 
contracted a  cold during severe weather, which  cul-
minated in  the disease that ended his life on  July  31, 
1899.

Missouriʼs Nelson Cole 
– continued from page 2

This is one of the service cards for 
Nelson D. Cole. From Missouri war 
records.


